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'So we hope he is; and I can assure you we don't pray
for his deliverance/
I could not conceive how such a monstrous establishment
could be tolerated, for under the existing rules it was almost
impossible for the poor creatures to find husbands. As the
founder had assigned txvo hundred crowns to each one, I
imagined that he must have counted on two marriages a
year, and that some one appropriated these sums to his own
profit. I spoke of it to de Bernis in the presence of the
princess, who said we must present a petition to the Pope,
asking that the inmates of the establishment might receive
visitors in the parlour, with the same rules and restrictions
as in other convents. The cardinal asked me to draw up the
petition, and to take it to the superior that she might get it
signed by the community; after which the princess collected
a number of signatures, and Cardinal Orsini promised to
present it to the Holy Father. After a very brief delay the
necessary permission was granted. Pope Ganganelli, who was
a most estimable man, did more than this; he ordered that an
inquiry should be made in the accounts; that the number of
girls should be reduced from a hundred to fifty, and that
the amount of the dowries should be doubled; that each
girl who reached the age of twenty-five without finding a
husband should be dismissed with her dowry; that twelve
matrons should be appointed to look after the girls, and
twelve servants employed to do the rough work of the
house.
All these innovations took six months to accomplish. The
first day that visitors were admitted I went with Menicuccio. ^
The object of his affection was a very pretty girl, but his
sister was ravishing; she was nearly sixteen, tall, and well
formed. I have never seen such a white skin, or such black
hair and eyes. Her governess, who was ten or twelve year?
her senior, was interesting on account of her languid pallor,
which seemed to come from an inward and consuming fire,
She told me all about the confusion which the new regim'
had caused.